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Cinephiles descend on Swiss town for FFFH

September 18, 2023

The 19th edition of the Festival du film francais d’Helvétie (FFFH), a Swiss festival of French cinema, attracted
17,200 cinema-goers to Biel/Bienne this year. Organisers were delighted that cinemas were filled to over 80%
capacity over the five days.

“The positive momentum of 2022 continued,” said an FFFH press release on Sunday evening. In addition to the
films, audiences enjoyed “special moments with the artists” at the discussion podiums at the end of the
screenings.

Film-lovers were able to catch up with familiar faces in Biel/Bienne, canton Bern, such as Jeanne Herry, Jean-Pierre
Améris and Jean-Pierre Darroussin, as well as meeting French talents such as Philippe Lefebvre, Stéphanie Di
Giusto, Frédéric Tellier, Benjamin Lavernhe and Delphine Deloget for the first time.

+ Swiss cinema sector aims to boost international visibility

According to the organisers, the audience showed a keen interest in films with strong themes as well as comedies.

Bilingual

In the interests of bilingualism, most of the films were subtitled, and the discussion podiums were simultaneously
translated into German.

+ Understanding the daily challenges of multilingualism
Audiences were treated to numerous premieres, including one international and 13 Swiss.

Among the various prizes, on Saturday the jury awarded the Bonhdte Discovery Prize to Mélanie Laleu for her short
film Binaud & Claude, with a special mention for La cour des grands by Claire Barrault.
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French actor Jean-Pierre Darroussin was at this year's FFFH Keystone / Guillaume Horcajuelo
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